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modern Hindi, as I took up Urdu, for a
while, after my return from England to
India, and made better progress than the
next man, being aided by childish know-
ledge which had been overlaid rather than
totally forgotten ; but the absence in both
languages of any literature attractive to
me was very discouraging, and in a year or
two I ended what had come to seem a
waste of time, and was content with
extremely colloquial fluency in Hindustani.